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ECONOMICS OF PHILANTHROPY. VII.?ORPHANS.
There is always something pitiful in the sight of an orphan. The more fully one accepts the idea of the divine origin and intention of the family, the sadder does it appear when the children are deprived of those who should in the ordinary course of things have maintained and protected them. Even a rich orphan is not a creature to be envied; and a poor one, left to the tender mercies of relations, is often one of the most pitiable of creatures. He has done nothing to deserve his loneliness, his isolation, his dependence; nor can we blame his parentB altogether. While it is well for a man to make some provision for his children, even before they are born, it is practically impossible that everyone should do so. The ordinary expectation of every man is that he will live to see his children grow up to an age at which they will be self-supporting. This 
